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"This is, for my money, the best single-source primer on the state of climate change." - New York
Magazine"The right book at the right time: accessible, comprehensive, unflinching, humane." -
The Daily Beast"A must-read." - The GuardianThe essential primer on what will be the defining
issue of our time, Climate Change: What Everyone Needs to Know® is a clear-eyed overview of
the science, conflicts, and implications of our warming planet.From Joseph Romm, Chief
Science Advisor for National Geographic's Years of Living Dangerously series and one of
Rolling Stone's "100 people who are changing America," Climate Change offers user-friendly,
scientifically rigorous answers to the most difficult (and commonly politicized) questions
surrounding what climatologist Lonnie Thompson has deemed "a clear and present danger to
civilization."New questions about climate change addressed in this guide include:· Analysis of
the Paris climate agreement, including the United States' withdrawal· Examines implications of
the clean energy revolution, from solar and wind power to batteries and electric cars· The latest
on climate science, including updates on efforts to stem or slow climate change· Insights into
what Donald Trump's presidency means for climate action in the US and internationallyAs the
global response to climate change continues to evolve, Climate Change: What Everyone Needs
to Know® offers smart, unbiased answers to the most difficult questions in an area dogged by
misunderstanding and politicization.

"The best single-source primer on the state of climate change."-- "New York magazine" --This
text refers to the audioCD edition.About the AuthorJoseph Romm, PhD, is one of the countrys
most influential communicators on climate science and solutions. Romm is Chief Science
Advisor for the Years of Living Dangerously series, which won the 2014 Emmy Award for
Outstanding Nonfiction Series. He is the founding editor of Climate Progress, which New York
Times columnist Tom Friedman called the indispensable blog. In 2009, Time named Romm one
of its Heroes of the Environment, calling him The Webs most influential climate-change blogger.
In 2009, Rolling Stone put him on its list of 100 people who are reinventing America. Romm was
acting assistant secretary of energy in 1997, where he oversaw one billion dollars in low-carbon
technology development and deployment. He is a Senior Fellow at the Center for American
Progress and holds a PhD in physics from MIT.--This text refers to the audioCD edition.
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Christopher B. Holmes, “Excellent overview that's easy to understand, scientific, and objective. I
learned a lot from this book and discovered that much of my information had been out of date. I
especially like the emphasis on science and the objective approach in this book. It's not overtly
political or emotional like so many other books on the subject. It also answered my questions
around what I can do personally to have a meaningful impact.”

David Lindsay, “An Accessible Overview of Current Climate Science. “Climate Change, What
Everyone Needs to Know” was written by Dr. Joseph Romm an MIT educated physicist and
climate blogger. London’s Guardian newspaper described it as a "must-read." The book claims
to be the most up to date examination of climate change science and the effects of climate
change on society. It also explores potential solutions. The book is accessible and aimed at the
general reader. Romm believes that climate change is happening and predicts dire
consequences if the world does not impose strict caps on its carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions.
Romm claims that if we ignore the warnings from scientists there will be superstorms, droughts,
wildfires, killer heat waves, and famine. He believes that unless we stop consuming fossil fuels
and change our lifestyles the world will be in serious trouble.Romm explains that “The best
estimate from the world’s top scientists is that humans are responsible for all of the warming we
have experienced since 1950.” The amount of CO2 in the atmosphere has increased, from
approximately 0.03 percent to 0.04 percent (or 400 parts per million, ppm). Before we started
burning coal in the 18th century, global CO2 levels were 280 ppm. By 1970 they had reached
325 ppm. They are now over 400 ppm. The scientists at the UN’s IPCC predict that they will
increase to 550 ppm by 2100 if we do nothing. Romm claims that there will be a climate
catastrophe unless we take action now to curb CO2 emissions.The temperature of the planet
has increased by 1.5° Fahrenheight since 1900 and sea level levels have increased by 3 inches
in the last 30 years. The IPCC believes that if CO2 levels are allowed to reach 550 ppm, global
temperatures will increase by 7.6° Fahrenheit and sea levels will rise by 4-6 feet. The IPCC and
Romm rely on “powerful climate models” developed by the “world’s greatest scientists” as their
main justification for why action is needed now.The IPCC believes there is a close relationship
between increases in CO2 and the rise in sea level. Sea levels have been increasing on average
about one inch a decade since the 19th century. Part of this rise is explained by glaciers that
have been melting since the end of the last Ice Age and oceans that have been warming since
the end of the Little Ice Age in 1850. Romm claims that sea levels will increase on average by
6-9 inches a decade over the next 80 years. This is an incredible 600-900% increase on what
has happened in recent decades. However, it is still more credible than the prediction of a 20-
foot increase that Al Gore made in 2006.Romm urges us to trust the IPCC modelers and is
convinced that they have the required expertise. I am skeptical about long term forecasts having
worked in investment banking. I have lived through many financial crises and there is often a



forecasting failure at the heart of them.Romm has complete faith in the IPCC. Their first report in
1990, predicted that we could expect 0.5° F of warming per decade, from now on. That hasn't
happened. Climate skeptics like Matt Ridley tell us that there have been no obvious changes in
the number of severe weather events, including hurricanes, tornadoes, droughts or floods in
recent years despite the efforts of the media to convince us otherwise. Britain's Telegraph
newspaper has reported that many of the alarming claims cited in IPCC reports were not based
on science but press releases and unfounded reports made by climate activists. One claim, that
global warming was threatening to destroy 40 percent of the Amazon’s rainforest was eventually
traced back to a leaflet distributed by a Brazilian environmental group, who were concerned with
logging and man-made forest fires, not climate change. The Telegraph suggests that NASA has
been at fault for misleading the public. NASA's website claims that 97 percent of climate
scientists agree that global warming is man-made. The Telegraph claims this is untrue. The
survey used by NASA claimed to have questioned 10,257 academics but was found to have
winnowed down the sample to just 77. The Telegraph also mentions a poll of 1854 members of
the American Meteorological Society that found that the number who believe climate change to
be man-made was only 52 percent.I have just visited Britain which produces about 1% of global
CO2 emissions, compared with China’s 29%. Climate change has become almost a new religion
in the UK and questioning the IPCC has become akin to blasphemy. Many Britons seem
prepared to give up eating meat, car ownership, and air travel in order to save the planet. I have
also visited China and its people want a Western lifestyle. China now has 300 million cars and
the numbers are growing rapidly. Its coal generation fleet grew five-fold between 2000 and 2018
to reach 973 GW, nearly half the global total. The sacrifices of individual Britons won't make a
difference to global CO2 levels given what is happening in China and other developing
countries.Romm points out that when many Americans decide to retire, they consider moving to
a place that is near a coastline or somewhere relatively warm. He claims this is a bad idea, given
the predicted sea-level rise and temperature increases. He believes that there will soon be a
crash in coastal property values. If you own a house in Florida, he advises that you should sell it
now.Romm fears the worst, but I did not find his argument entirely convincing. There probably
should be an independent audit of the IPCC's models because their forecasts don’t seem to be
accurate. There also needs to be a cost-benefit analysis of the various options because the
IPCC's supporters recommend that we dramatically change our way of life. Before we return to
the Stone Age we need a second opinion and stronger evidence than Romm provides.The world
has been getting slightly warmer but we should be able to adapt. Matt Ridley has a PhD from
Oxford and used to be the science editor of The Economist magazine. Having reviewed the
scientific literature he predicts that the temperature will probably increase by 2.7° F by the end of
the century. Ridley doesn’t believe that this represents a serious problem. He argues that sea
levels have risen about twelve inches in the last 100 years but we have been able to cope. He
claims that so far the warming effect has mostly been beneficial and the increased levels of CO2
are making the Earth greener.”



Garry W. Spencer, “Pages and pages of scientific studies to explain elements of Global warming.
The educational theory that repetition increases understanding is tested in this book.
Unfortunately our current administration calls facts "fake news". I sincerely pray that readers will
exert enough pressure to get some positive action by a government that only listens to moneyed
interests. I personally don't hold out much hope considering the outcry whenever increasing the
fuel tax is discussed. This is a great book and will answer any question you may have about the
atmosphere. Sadly it is preaching to the Choir. Those who believe this is fake news will never
buy it.”

William H. Lane, “This is the most complete, well balanced treatment of the topic I have
encountered.. I recommend this text highly.  My students found it especially useful.”

Jeff, “Great book. Must-read for those interested in climate change.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Excellent update. I read a lot of books about global warming about ten
years ago. I haven't read a lot since then but I decided to check out one of the newer books to
see what the latest is. This is an excellent update to what was already known and it covers some
of the latest developments, many of which revolve around the fact that warming is progressing
as fast or faster than previously thought. Romm always writes a good book and although
sometimes he doesn't quite get his predictions spot on, he is a well-informed expert who is
worth reading.”

pmj, “A truly excellent must-read. Alarming.. I found this a very readable and compelling
summary. Anyone who is even remotely interested in climate change should ensure they read it
or another one like it. I considered myself fairly well informed in general terms, but had never
read one book that brought so many different angles together. It is alarming and I have
questioned some of my long standing views and behaviours as a result.”

Christiania, “Clear and Factual. A clear and concise presentation of the science, the theory and
the ongoing debates regarding climate change. The book has a question and answer structure
which is great if you are trying to focus on a particular aspect of this complex subject. Would
highly recommend.”

Sue, “Do we have a chance to save our planet. Brilliant and factual book on climate change.
Fairly easy for the average reader contains global backed up research. A must read if you have
children, grandchildren and want to help save our planet.”

Ebook Library Reader, “good quality. good quality”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 296 people have provided feedback.
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